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WHY REFRESH YOUR
DOORS?
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Giving your doors a makeover is a rewarding
DIY journey that combines creativity,
patience, and attention to detail. 

Refreshing interior (or even exterior) doors is
an easy, budget-friendly way to transform
your home without the cost and hassle of
replacement. 

A simple coat of Vintage Paint can completely
change the atmosphere of a room, bringing
warmth, style, and personality to spaces that
once felt ordinary.

This is the perfect solution for doors that are
high quality but outdated, worn, or
mismatched with your current décor. 
Dark brown doors that once felt heavy or
dated can instantly come to life, becoming
statement features that enhance the flow and
charm of your home. 

With the right steps and a bit of care, even the
most overlooked architectural elements can
turn into striking, decorative details that
reflect your personal style.

We are delighted to guide you with this brief
but inspiring guide, walking you through each
step to achieve a successful door makeover
with Vintage Paint and sparking your creativity
along the way.

Dear home restyling enthusiast,

Let’s create something beautiful!



PLANNING

01

02

03

Invest in good tools:
the r ight  brush and ro l ler  wi l l  help
you achieve a  professional-
looking f inish .  Try ing to save
money on your tools is  an i l lus ion
— low-qual i ty  brushes or  ro l lers
can lead to st reaks,  uneven
coverage,  and other unwelcome
surpr ises,  u l t imately cost ing you
more t ime and ef for t  to f ix .

Start  with one door:
i f  th is  is  your f i rs t  makeover,  focus
on a s ingle door.  This way,  any
mistakes happen there,  and you’ l l
gain the r ight  technique for  the
others,  saving paint ,  t ime,  and
ef for t .  Avoid tak ing on too many
doors at  once,  especia l ly  i f  you’re
working alone or  have l imi ted
space,  to keep the process
manageable and stress- f ree.

Be patient with drying t imes:  
a door makeover should last  for
years,  so take your t ime. Proper
dry ing between coats is  crucia l  for
durabi l i ty .
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Choose the r ight color:
select  a tone that  harmonizes wi th
your f loors and furni ture,
h ighl ight ing the strengths of  your
home. 
Always check the Vintage Paint
hand-painted color  chart  and test
your shade on paper before
decid ing.  I f  needed,  you can adjust
i t  by mix ing other Vintage Paint
colors.



EXTRA TIPS
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02Doors with glass panels
I f  your door has glass inserts,  you
can paint  them wi th Vintage Paint .
The glass becomes a decorat ive
surface:  you can cover i t
complete ly for  a uni form look,
highl ight  i t  wi th color ,  or  leave
part ia l  t ransparency for  a sof ter
ef fect .  Even a s imple door wi th
glass detai ls  gains unique
character .  I f  you prefer  to leave the
glass v is ib le,  remember to carefu l ly
protect  i t  wi th masking tape and
newspaper dur ing both paint ing and
f in ishing steps,  to prevent  any
damage or  unwanted sta ins.
I t  is  a lso possib le to leave the
glass v is ib le and create a
decorat ion on i t ,  for  example,  a
stenci l  wi th Vintage Paint .

Handles and hinges
Clean handles wi th a s imple
homemade pol ish:  mix about  ½ cup
of  whi te v inegar wi th 2 tablespoons
of  f ine sal t  to make a paste and
gent ly  rub i t  on.  For h inges,
dissolve ½ cup of  ammonia wi th 2–
3 tablespoons of  baking soda in 1
l i ter  of  warm water  and soak or
wipe wi th a c loth.  I f  you wish,  you
can also repaint  them in metal l ic
Vintage shades or  in a color
coordinated wi th the door.
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PREPARATION
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02Remove handles and hardware:
just  remember to remove handles
and f i t t ings for  a neater  f in ish.  I f
that ’s  not  possib le,  s imply protect
them wi th masking tape.

Remove and posit ion the door:  
whenever possib le,  we recommend
removing the door and placing i t
horizontal ly  before paint ing.
Working th is way makes everyth ing
easier :  no dr ips,  no paint  bui ld-ups,
and a smoother,  more even f in ish.
A s imple t ip :  wr i te the door
number,  the room i t  belongs to,  and
the opening s ide di rect ly  on the
door before tak ing i t  down — this
wi l l  make put t ing i t  back in p lace
ef for t less.
Choose a calm, stable
environment to work in :  avoid
cold or  damp spaces,  draf ts ,  or
d i rect  sunl ight .  Your paint  wi l l
thank you,  and so wi l l  your f inal
resul t .
I f  for  any reason removing the door
isn’ t  an opt ion,  don’ t  worry — you
can st i l l  go ahead wi th your
project .  
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03Fil l  imperfections: 
use f i l ler  to repair  cracks,  let  i t  dry,
sand smooth.
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05Light sanding: 
take an abrasive sponge — even a
simple k i tchen one wi l l  do — and
l ight ly  go over the surface.  This
gent le “scratch”  wi l l  help the paint
gr ip bet ter  and ensure a more
beaut i fu l ,  last ing f in ish.  And i f
your door is  very g lossy or
lacquered,  don’ t  worry.  Just  apply
a coat  of  Vintage Pr imer & Sealer
f i rs t ,  and you’ l l  create the perfect
foundat ion for  your t ransformat ion.

Thorough cleaning:
th is  step makes al l  the d i f ference!
Doors of ten hide layers of  s tubborn
dir t ,  so g iv ing the surface a deep
clean is  essent ia l  before paint ing.
 A s imple  homemade solution
works wonders:  mix warm water ,
hal f  a cup of  ammonia,  and a few
tablespoons of  baking soda.  Wipe
the surface two or  three t imes,
r ins ing wel l  each t ime, unt i l  i t  feels
perfect ly  c lean and f resh.
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06Prepare the paint:  
st i r  Vintage Paint  thoroughly,  f rom
the bot tom upward,  wi th c i rcular
movements to evenly d ist r ibute
pigments.



PAINTING
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02Technique: 
depending on the tool  you’re using,
you can play wi th sof t  cr isscross
brush strokes or  smooth,  f lowing
rol ler  movements.  

Brush or rol ler? 
Both can be your a l l ies!  The ro l ler
g ives a c lean,  modern look,  whi le
the brush lets you reach every l i t t le
molding and detai l .  The magic
of ten l ies in combining the two :
brush for  the detai ls ,  ro l ler  for  the
wide open spaces.  A s imple tr ick :
apply the paint  wi th a brush,  then
gl ide a ro l ler  over i t  to smooth out
the surface and erase brush
strokes,  leaving everyth ing sof t  and
even.  For the best  resul ts ,  we
suggest  a f la t  Vintage Paint  brush
in the r ight  s ize and a h igh-densi ty
foam rol ler .  Remember to dampen
the ro l ler  s l ight ly  and squeeze i t
wel l  before use — a moist  ro l ler
works wi th you,  spreading the paint
more beaut i fu l ly .  Let  the ro l ler  do
i ts  job:  don’ t  press too hard and
don’ t  drag the paint .  Work in calm,
steady str ips across the surface.
This way,  the paint  wi l l  natural ly
sel f - level ,  g iv ing you that  s i lky,
velvety f in ish that  looks l ike i t  was
sprayed on.  And keep a damp cloth
handy — l i t t le  dr ips can happen,
but  wi th one quick wipe,  they’ re
gone!
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03Coats: 
in  most  cases,  2–3 coats  are a l l
you need for  perfect  coverage.
Keep in mind that  very l ight  colors
may need a l i t t le  extra care,  as
they contain fewer p igments.  I f
you’re dreaming of  turn ing a dark
brown door into a cr isp whi te one,
consider star t ing wi th a coat  of  our
whi te  Vintage Stain Blocker .  This
specia l  base helps b lock sta ins
and tannins,  making i t  easier  to
achieve a beaut i fu l ,  even whi te
f in ish wi th fewer coats of  paint .

Just  remember one s imple ru le:
don’ t  go back over the areas that
are a l ready star t ing to dry.  This
way,  your f in ish wi l l  s tay even,
smooth,  and beaut i fu l ly  uni form. 
You can also apply wi th the brush,
then ro l l  over for  a smooth,  even
surface.  Use a f lat  Vintage Paint
brush and a h igh-densi ty  foam
rol ler .  Dampen the ro l ler  s l ight ly
before use for  bet ter  paint
absorpt ion and smoother coverage.
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04Drying t imes: 
drying t imes matter .  Al low 4–6
hours  between coats and let  the
paint  rest .  Pat ience here makes al l
the d i f ference:  i f  you rush,  you r isk
streaks,  marks,  or  l i t t le
imperfect ions,  and the f in ish won’ t
last  as long.  Giv ing the paint  the
r ight  t ime to set t le ensures a
smooth,  f lawless resul t  that  wi l l
s tay beaut i fu l  over t ime.



05Protection: protect ion is  the secret
to last ing beauty.  We recommend
apply ing 2–3 coats of  a protect ive
f in ish — ei ther clear varnish or
wax  — and al lowing plenty of  t ime
between each layer (at  least  5–6
hours) .  I f  your door is  in a busy
home, wi th chi ldren or  pets running
around,  choose our Ultra Matt
Varnish .  I t  g ives extra resistance
whi le keeping the sof t ,  velvety look
you love.
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Natural wax

Ultra Matt
varnish

700 ml - 200 ml

1 l - 300 ml - 35 g



Forest Green
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Design Inspiration
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White doors on white walls create a
seamless, airy effect. This style, ideal for
Scandinavian or minimalist interiors, adds
brightness, purity, and a sense of
spaciousness. Within the Vintage Paint
range you’ll find several shades of white to
choose from, each with its own personality. 

Warm Cream, a cosy warm white, perfect
for classic or country interiors, Natural
White, a bright optical white, fresh and
modern, ideal for minimal or contemporary
spaces, Antique Cream, a cool white,
elegant and sophisticated, that adds
refinement to more stylish settings.

White-on-White – the All-White look

Natural White
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Painting the door the same shade as the
wall makes it almost disappear, blending
perfectly into the architecture. This trick
creates continuity, harmony, and a sleek,
modern feel. It works particularly well in
open-plan homes or smaller rooms, where 

visual flow is essential to avoid a cluttered
look. By eliminating strong contrasts, the
space feels more spacious, balanced, and
elegant — a simple yet powerful design
choice that enhances both minimal and
contemporary interiors.

Door in the same color as the wall

Timeless Teal
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Pairing a crisp white door with a richly
colored wall creates a striking and
contemporary contrast. The purity of the
white amplifies the depth of the chosen
shade, making the color appear more
vibrant and sophisticated. In this way, the 

door becomes part of the décor — almost
like a frame that highlights the wall
itself.This combination works beautifully
with both bold, saturated tones and softer,
muted shades, ensuring balance and
elegance. 

White door with a bold-colored wall

Dusty Olive
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For a truly unique design touch, use one of
the wallpapers from the Vintage collection.
Apply it to the central panel and paint only
the outer frame in a coordinating shade.
The result is a refined, custom piece that
ties in with patterns already used in the

room, ensuring perfect harmony between
walls, furniture, and details.
Each wallpaper in the Vintage collection is
designed to perfectly coordinate with the
Vintage Paint colors, making it easy to
create a seamless and elegant look.

Wallpapered door
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Transform your door into a chalkboard —
with Vintage Paint you can do it in any
color, not just black. Thanks to its chalky
base, the surface can be written on, erased,
and rewritten endlessly. Perfect for kitchens
(shopping lists, weekly menus) or kids’ 

rooms, where little ones can unleash their
creativity. To create your chalkboard door,
simply paint it with your chosen Vintage
Paint color and protect it with Vintage
Natural clear Wax to extend its durability.

Chalkboard door

Black Velvet
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You can also recreate the look of natural
wood grain on a door, giving the impression
of a solid wood piece with visible veins.
Using a combination of Vintage Paint colors
and a wood-graining tool, it’s possible to
mimic the texture and depth of real wood. 

You can choose darker or lighter brown
tones depending on your personal taste and
the style of your space, creating a warm,
elegant, and highly realistic finish that
transforms even a plain door into a
statement piece.

Door with wood grain effects

Warm Latte
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Striped designs are a timeless and versatile
way to give new character to a door. They
can be created in soft, neutral tones for a
refined and classic look, or in bold, vibrant
colors to make a striking style statement.
Painting stripes is easier than it looks, but it 

does require care and precision. With the
help of a high-quality delicate masking tape,
you can achieve sharp, clean lines and a
flawless finish that will instantly elevate your
door’s design.

Elegance in stripes

Antique Rose
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A door doesn’t just have to be functional —
it can become the true centerpiece of a
room. With the right creative techniques, it
transforms into a work of art that adds
personality and style. There are countless
ways to decorate: from transfer designs to

decoupage papers, or even stamps from
renowned brands like ReDesign and
HokusPokus. Each choice lets you create a
unique and eye-catching effect, turning an
ordinary door into an extraordinary
statement piece.

Art on your door

Vintage Red
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A door can be so much more than a plain
surface — with stencils or Vintage
decorative rollers, it becomes a canvas for
refined patterns and timeless charm. This
simple technique allows you to create
intricate designs effortlessly, bringing depth 

and character to any room. Whether you
prefer subtle tones for a classic feel or
bolder contrasts for a modern touch,
decorating with stencils or rollers is an easy
way to turn your door into a stylish focal
point.

Door with patterned design

Soft Linen
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Transform an ordinary door into something
truly unforgettable with Woodwill
decorative mouldings. This wide collection
offers an incredible variety of designs and
sizes, so you can choose the perfect motif
to match your style. Simply glue the 

moulding in place and hold it with gentle
masking tape until the adhesive sets, then
paint it with your favourite Vintage Paint
colour. In just a few easy steps, your door
gains depth, texture, and a timeless charm
that makes it anything but flat or ordinary. 

Door with Woodwill decorative moulding

Soft Cream



23

Choosing a strong, unexpected colour for a
door may feel intimidating at first, but bold
shades have the power to transform an
entire space. A vibrant door instantly
becomes a statement piece, adding
personality and depth while “furnishing” the 

room with colour alone. Bright or unusual
hues work especially well as focal points in
otherwise neutral interiors, where they
create a sense of balance and energy.
without overwhelming the space.

Dare to go bold

Posh Plum
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From our hands
to yours

In a fast world, painting slows us
down. It helps us reconnect—with
materials, with our creativity, and
with ourselves.
We hope this guide gave you the
confidence to begin, and the joy of
continuing.
Your home is your canvas. Let each
project be a celebration of who you
are.
Thank you for choosing Vintage
Paint.

We paint the world a better place
with Vintage Paint !

Erik Hoetjes

contact us
EMAIL

mail@vintagepaint.nl

WEBSITE

www.jdlnaturally.com

PHONE

0031.619667203

ADDRESS

JDL PAINT GALLERY HQ
Meppel 7942 JC
The Netherlands

let's socialize!
Follow us on social media and
don’t forget to tag us in your
photos! @vintagepaint

Visit your local retailer of 
Vintage Paint products:

Scan the QR-code
for multilingual
label information
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